
By Barbara Craydon
Is an athletic matter, even if tt has

WAR to cripple athletics so far as war
time Is concerned. So that there Is no

paradox Id the fart that athletics, have received
a Impetus while being restricted. For example,

monienklnd, under the inspiration of the discov-

ery that women may actually rival men In physi-

cal expression, have plunged Joyously Into outdoor
ports with a new kind of zeal. Not to the discard-lo-t

of war work. No, indeed. On the contrary
often as a natural recreation or relief of the ten-

don Irought on by war work and as a means ot
preparing for it

For whatever reason there has been spirited
rivalry in swimming. luridents like the triumph

t Miss Frances Cowells ot Alameda, CaU have
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.or,n,i m iimw the eyes of even a war--

tricken world. Miss Cowells did her d

dash in 13 taking from her oppo-

nent the world's record of 14

seconds. Miss Cowells also won the 220-yar-

event in 2 minutes and G9 seconds, lower-lu- g

by of a second the
record. She set a new mark at 200

yard3, her time here being 2:41:4-5- .

The water successes of other
such as Clare Galligau have utterly

the as to any inferior posi-

tion for women In sea contests. In fact, by

evidences that are a real puzzle to students
of women promise

even a to men in

In other sports there has been a
of of another sort. The shoot-

ing of Airs. Adolpli of San An- -
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Innlo, Tex., ha the trap
She Is said to be as pood as any man

she herself has entered the class.
One of the gun who have

notice li Miss Lucile Muesel, of Creen Bay, Wia.

Miss Muesel is only 1C years old but there Is noth-

ing In her shootina. Women who ar
pre always resentful of the

that thev do "as good as a man." But
a girl of 16 only need not resent any inference in

this phaee.
From to

I might run througn the records ot other
cports, but it might be at a time when
o many men are drawn away by the war. It

might be argued that women do not now meet the
ame But I am not making merely

a sports at least not In the ordinary
ense. I am eager only to contend that there ar

evidences of a new statu for women
In and that ports help Illus-

trate It.
In other fields. In actual war and in the wide
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HTiZe Feminine Contestants Have Been Making

Astonishing' Records in the Water and in All
Land Sports, the Girl in the Factory Has Had Even
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field of war work, women have made a demonstra-
tion that may well astonish the world. "Not wom-

en's work" can never again be said. There Is no
uch thing as a dividing line any longer. When

you see women not merely driving ambulances
but switch engines, when you see them not only
making cartridges or guns, but working on war-ship- s,

when you see them not only mining coal
but laying bricks, forging horseshoes and rivet-
ing steel plates, you realize that the superstition
about "physical limitations'' has received a pretty
bard knock.

"The people of England and France," says John
W. Vpp, of Schenectady, "have known for two or
three years what we are Just finding out the fal-

lacy of believing that women could not be trusted
to handle intricate bits of machinery. It Is fortu-
nate that women can step Into the places left va-

cant by the men, for while the government Is
steadily withdrawing the men from productive
work, it is calling on the producers for more and
more output."

The Triumph of English Women

"The English women nave proved themselves
marvellously efficient in all the departments of
work made necessary by war," says Lady Read-

ing, "and for which thousands, of course, have
had no previous training, and, what is more, our
women have shown wonderful physical endurance
through It all. In all my varied experiences in
war work I have yet to hear the first complaint
from a British woman. Our women, of all classes,
have met the tremendous readjustment of life
without a murmur."

Frederic Martyn of the Foreign Legion even
endorses the entrance of women into fighting

He says: "Can women fight? I think 1 can
correctly answer that question, for I have had
practical experience of women behind rifles. I
have fought against, or side by side with, men of
pretty nearly all nations, 'and of all shades of
butter, snuff or ebony color, and I am firmly con-
vinced that as a fighter, 'the female of the species
la more deadly than the male.' "

But I am thinking of labor rather than fighting
and what it lias proved with regard to women.
Women have always done hard work. Because
they did not do It with engines or In factories
there grew up this tradition about her not being
fit to handle tool? and metals and Intricate ma-
chines. The war has changed all our notlons-abou- t

such things. Look at them in overalls, in the
khopj and on the railroads. Is there any evidence
that w proper training; they cannot do all sorts
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as may be said of anything like average men. X

as well as women require training tor bodily lal:
Farm work, for example, a class of work wh

has deAloped the famous and very useful "farm
ette" farm work "breaks the back" ot th"? av
age man. Women have had to go Blow. But tl
have gone. Thousands upon thousands have b
doing farm work In this country, and doing It W'

Most farm work, aside from the few things tl

call for exceptional muscular strength, call si

ply for patience and endurance. Oddly It Is In
duranc that women are occasioning the- great
astonishment. She has a lot of endurance,
average woman, and the world Is finding it ou'
to her glory and to the profit of the world. .

Women After the War -

We shall soon hegln to wonder, 83 they lo
ago began to wonder in Engalnd, as to wha.t v.

be the results of all this upon social and domes
life when the war is over. May Wynne, writ!
in England of the great change in the position
women, says: "Presently she will pause to ta
breath and ask 'Where am I?' That won't vbe
the war Is over, for the women who have respoi
ed to that mighty cry of appeal have grit enou
to stick to It. even if the world-wa- r were" to li
for years. They mean to see it through, tli
mean to see it through well. If it lasts lo
enough the plough-woma- n will have learned
turn her furrows herself. The Amazons will, p
haps, be found along the line of trenches fightl
shoulder to shoulder with their men. The w
woman refuses to see limitations on her horlz
today, and the men are Just too busy to argue. 1

Bides, their voices would be drowned, for it woi
be, alas! a argument, and the w
woman can still talk. Not that she gossips
much as of yore; that, Is another thing in I
favor.

"She has neither time nnr breath. And. If t
men are wise, they will WAIT. Wait till the wi
woman herself pauses without being called to
peremptory halt. Walt and let her see where s
is. Then the war over if I am a true proph
she will turn ber steps home. She will 't:n
even of freedom. She will remember th$b wa
she wanted to Kick down were sheltering oni
She will want to go tack. And, In the mean tin
we shall see, perhaps, that the walls will have
be rebuilt on a different plan. There will be
many women so few men. And the warworn
has earned her rights nobly."

A"Parsec" Is a Long, LongWa
is a distance that the mc

A'TARSEC" would hardly care
walk before breakfast. In fact, Ucloesi

ester into the sphere of human operations at a
but it is a handy unit In astronomy. It Is equ
to 20,000.000.000.000 miles and Is the distan
traveled by light In 3.3 years. A few of the nei
est stars are from one to five parsers dista
from its. but most or the stars that dot the s
are scores or hundreds of parsecs away. .
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